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" 19 bitter, . apd apathétlc sbout vetiag. . .

" "five showld coms back. 1‘1_!0110&!:. week twn of the

' a;fg: unit!. is & forty six yesr old ditt farmes

4a Sewthwest Geotrgia, & World War 1l veteran of Ansie,

Solerac ..l Omahs !each. iIn 1945, shortly before Whis

emp———"

) ‘loctttgo. nortan neard a lccturciou ';-oa cltl:cnaiii'

“and the {aspertance of voting st es army Separstion co-tor.

ﬂiohnnycrlng that lecture, Rafer Martim tried teo szegister

‘co vote :oo-_lftet he came bone a8 a civilianm, *Things
aren’t as different around here as you thiank, boy,” the
gsegistear toeld him, “%¢ lomg as 10-'1- charge the boeoks

are clesed to colored,”™ Seventeea years later th- reglse

trer is still ia office. Im 1962 Rafer Martia, 3 Negre,

Mrs. Charlette Nemson haé beea teaching second
- gtade at L,C, Clazk Rlementary Scheel in Central Alabo-i'
'i!lcc h'f gtaduation froa .oilo.o ta ilai.' Twe and a
t:lf yeass 6.; Nrs, Nenson ;-‘ four of thc-othc; teach 'z8
nt tcr lehool ta!kod sbeut votln' in the lecal -electien
for n.uu. -amd unt te. tio ccnnun ene alte:noo.b
Bee adest getting thelr names put oa the polis, 7?0
reglistzar saild §lot~hev~-o bioy that day, det ti;t the
_tc}éher. lest thelr jobp.' Nre, Neases, a Negre, got
oca?cd. teday, she flmsists -gcu;lly, she oosld act be,_

“less fnterested in vetimg, c o » [

3

_The Reverend Willisa MeChesaey Caster {8 2 New
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Yorker whe teek a Saptist pastesate is o small uri!ft-
Leuisisnms to-l after completing course sequiremeats to-

-uu his Ph.D. ot New Yotk University, "Sheched n ahe

lcct ‘of sewezage facilities sad the nes-guistence .1

.oun puunha is tbhe :olorc‘ section of town, m.

." Cagter wrged his floek te seek zelief ot the polis., The

siafster set ;u example ia 1957 by attempting te register.:
. 4" ) N . . . ’
Werd sooam got eus that he had flusked the segistsation

test., #Mr, Carter, recaliimg that he could mot imterrcet

s occt!o- ‘of the state constitution haviag te lo with’ ' Zfli]
lc.lolatlvc po-tc to provide for grousd gzemtal or gross
leases of sixteenth sections of laad, shifts chbagrassed-
1y -@cl asked about Nis ri.!gtratlo- C!pf;ltltto Ard

.. ; familiar with the detalls of thelr lesrmed -lalo?:r'a

attempt, aone of the members of the congregation, 1ike ii-

* He. Martin, 911 Negrees, has {n Dhe past four years ever .

- *

_evan’ssasidered sttenpting to zegister to vote,

-

. lhel Warzea Pord .rndnatcd as valcdlctorlua from
I!llnon Nigh School ia Southwest llaoll:lppl three years
..fgo fle was awarded » ocholnroplp.to a Negso Seollege in
.. Mashville, Home oa vacstien last summer, apd fired by o
student led registration drive, young Ford isssructed .

ioéd& Negsoes (p bow to fill eut the yoting fosm, ard )

S W

enceuszaged thes to apply for registPatien, Ose August

ll.ht Warrem Rord was Destenm ¥p. il the pnit six IOﬂthl. | 3
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mot a single Negre within eme hundred mlles of Fore‘s

heome has attempted to rsegister, )

G DU . . a

-t "As 8 trisl lawyer in the vetisg sectien of the

J.ltleo'tqbatt-clt'o Civil aights Dthol.n. whese chief

. oase of spazation is the deep Bsuth, these are the kjinds ———-

"of altuntloné'thnt 1 think of wheaever 'i;gro apatry” is
cltcc as the feal reasen for the disparity Retweesn the
"cacco in the au-tcr l! registered to&cto Belew the Nases

Dixen llnc. while the hames and places ia these frcidents

are !l:t!onoa. the !acta are Bot, Peor wore sftea thanm aot

§t 48 the fear, frustrzaties nud humiliation otcnning feom
‘ouch expe:icncct. tather tham the myth éf lt‘to *indif~»
lc:e:cc.‘ of contentment with c:l-ting conditions, that
explaias the Ablenco of any stronmg Xoc;l véting movement

l| -aly disenfranchised colored communities i the Sowth,

»
- »

True emough, uwntil Qlltc secent tl-c- tc:ltivcly
lci ‘Hegrees have attoppccl R ) ccqy -h!‘o lelt!eul hegen-
. oBy by .cckl-. ‘te tc.lltot te b.tc. thcdhnlbct of those
crying te vete hap deen tcps small lot by lack of 1ntctcat
.l.l' ‘other Negrees, dut by ttc co-llotcl;; with which
tlo-t whe do gy fall, nnd by tlc ssens -lti whish they
trc tcb'flol. The vondot is tho! despite the .ono!ltilc
wall of white supremacy l- many parts of blxlc a streng

"imterest in the Gsllet as a primary sesas of self-improve~

fic.t has persisted asong the averagd Sewthers Negego,




The cbb in recent yoars of phycl:o! ccptlo.! a8 tic

cou.cqocncc of Ducking the systes o lyachl-gt Ty | tcll!agu'

ore onythln‘ but commonplsce tolay == R8S Crested the {me
pressios outside the coeloted community in the Sewth thet the

gisks of defisnce iu-e ll-!n!&hcd. vlothlng could e furthes

frem the truth., Vielence s oaly the most drsmstic of the
sesns thet have IOng beei. used In rere srcos to intisnldote B

Kegrees who seek their rights as glilitha. The wnconiort-

adle glore of matiensl publicity sttesdfag the sldying ¢f on

inth} T111 eor & Mack Chotrles Porter hac-cvotod(‘!eo%ot fes
1isnce on far aore refined instrunents of conteel, iconesic
cocr¢£oa, for ene iliustrstien, l- an tlpeti.ll, ef’cctlvo
agsas feor ‘llt!pl!a!n; these whe step est of l!-c,'anl for
ssking sn exemple of tbcn. Beycotts were mot Iavented by
freedom riders, Ta sm economy where Wegroes depenc Xeavily
28 -hlc.o for job., blockbo!lla. has wveorked diseste: o8
mere tta- one No;ro lsbderer, !u:lcys vh. o few days of L
veekse corllef stterptled 10 reglister te veote tqvf semetiney
foeund thst !hctc—-!tc no funds sveileble st the 10c¢s) baubk
te }l-a.cc thelr next ¢}0p. FY YV school teocheésrs «= the me:st
!Clpcct'c, educote? and a-n?c .rou; in say ic;éb cewmunity <.
have beer p.rtlcul.r!y vancrob!o. 88 putlic eapleyres, to
thls fora of ptotsuxcz the ocossions? f!tlag of & Qrochct
-to hans tt!cc 40 ceglister haos oftern beesn sufficient teo sub-

Gue this peteantial sevrce of respoasidle lesdershi;,

A

Py




ek riﬁl:ft‘i.. Bk, 4

“ ;‘: T

!llly !blt.. %ot enly is & Negro whe, af!ct deing o;a-lnoa

“om tia duties of citizeaship, s tola oy oa cloctlor ol.

llclnl thlt he ll tee -t-y!d teo votc u-llkcly te langh 'hc

c:p.tlcnco olf. b't ttc.ft!cadn, ncl;hbota 0-‘ tc!n;ivcs

ut. one way or saotlct hesr thg tele uil! pxtbably be dise

e TR e -t

' o--a«c from risking, the indlgnlty thst scdus to de the con-

ocquc-ce of sttempting te register,

In & seciety where dlacrinminstion is the rvule net
/8AY 5uch inclderts aze necded in any one lecsle tr keep
the asversge Negre iz line, What te an outsider mi ht seco

— .
1ike only » slight reduff Lo oftea sufficient te reinforce

* or conflzn s sense of wtter futliity in ene whese emtire life

-

" frustrstiens, Nereever, sot enly s evdery hdlﬂd~

Qapcrlcﬁcc hoc.bcen o saries of Qegroding seciel snd pelitica?

ﬁltll!f”

obo!t-ctlng the vitimate goal ot full cltltcncllp for-lduf!o.

t-t the sheer aumdber of t\ol‘ botrloro is colculated to

Nstcutc smong these whe -onld ¢hul!¢n|¢ the systea 2 moct of
Tlf'.t despair, While the pettara v-rlco -ldcly fn the Seouth,

‘s 1sweuit recently filed by the Departmeant of Justice i1

imstrates the neot paéo--oa extrene, 1In ome rursl! ceunty

Siaegroes have net eanly been trt‘ltlonogly ptoh!bltcﬂ Trom

“wvoting or from registering, but have slse net evec deen per-~
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Da-plto 011 of thae luccotl, however, "Negre spsthy,”

ll t\a nonltly uwaderstoed semse of fadifference or lack ol

. secure tlc'!tn-ca!nc Int Southezn l!‘t.ll on sn cqunl tcala

with !ljtc!.af?hc truth of the matter is thst the rocc-t

. focul!hg of aotionnl sttention, !hrou‘h Goversmentel end
private s¢flon, on glering veting lncqnlticl fron cootg!o te
lilslnclppl-taa beyond, bes teo s far greater extert thesa i3
geacially tcco:nllyl eaxpeted » gepressed ca;cruccQ smoag
Regrees te perticipate in pudlic sffelrs, The mark of

. otc#.ancc which the Southerm white cb-nunlty hes for se leng

conpelled in the Negrees it doninates oftes céncesls » deep

'\- - seoted desize for pblltlcul,cqinlltyiihnf‘qlcnll be me mere

< 'lnrptll!aj ia Clack County, lll;lnulppl thas fo the c.lgp.

logto tc:!nttﬂtlon'ﬁuvc dllcovctcl thet, by. and xotgc, o

30.::.!(:3 on iatereot ia votln; is only a perfphersl prodler;

‘hcl: na jor effert !o c!hply to persusde Souther:. Negroes te

gﬁﬁttoncxctc that !ntcccut lnto octlo- - to coavl-ce then thot

§ ot saywsy aatll-g is occo-pllohcd if they de mot at lcust
.pitc the sttempt to qualify »p yd#c:l.

Similarly, the eax-




’crlc-¢c of tic Justice Department®s Civil llghto dvisieoa

5- whicgh conceras fteelf cx:l:nlva:y with actusl snd petes-
. ""

(!l! vislations of federsl l... ond has BP cemnection with

ra—

i at!orto te it- -9 veter actlvlty smeag Ic.t‘t. e tclclci

Qlﬂt thc nn-bct cf qnol!!lca l.‘toet who hcv. actnatly oy-_»

, 3 *g tat!on is gcnzro!ly sa 1nsdequate retloclien
o! the cxtcat ol the laterest ln thc colorcd commuaity ln

ccclrlng !hc‘froacb!ta. ?or exsmple, In those !altolsci

. where the Qp'ern-cnt hes corefully supervised o ceurt decree
'ontlovln. voter discrinimation 1a s psrticelarg cowaty, there
hss deen o'cpcctnc-lur incresse }-'tﬁe nundesr of Negroes whg

of thelr owa lccord'ia'c seught te.seglster to vete,

C The refusasl or inadility @f the white Seutheraer.te

. ' , ) _
.+ gresp that "ewtsidecrs™ 1ike the federal Geverament bave aet
€rastsd the Negroes® desire to vete, but sre simply reacting

-~

- -l'ito lf.'c:plalt' the militent resistance of msny whoe are well
- a0 A e,
Q-tcutloacd sad botlcully law obldln;. lco-lcall,, iu

F io-:n ond sonnt!:u in: Dl:lc o-ptoaa!on of evea the s!!.htcst

l-totc-c lu pol!tlcl by Negreea has 'nccnclcd 50 well: over

Q aio-t votlo;. Neace, teo many vhltcs talk obout 'r!ghts'
‘;'tnvﬁ lo ltrclcvn-tg fer what they thlnk thcy sse 13 o
e ,?,f‘jg_ib!rltc lltt!‘atlon frem witheut that by zeason of gsome
S .r»-'-,"'“*'.

llbbollcax -otlvnt!oa 1s turiiag spperest hot-ony tate od-




teus disorder, Tt s ;h!-':uppcncd aeddling nollc!ounnclt,rd

SInllotxy, only vagwely undotstanl!n‘ why Scuthera

lcgrocl hnvc fa the past aot bagn more iasistent atowt bcla‘

Otootc‘ a8 tlt!:aaa. msny Nerthera whites huvc cus,(c!ons ol

- ftclt 0'! bout the geauineness of the yc»rnln;n fer equality

o

thut are today -ldcxy otttltntcd te thc coxorcd nan l?gﬁixle.

Qtalnn 4% ‘fiaagincd "extesoml exrloltct!na' ate 19t.14nited

c.

teo the South along,

Wwhat (n fact ®"cutsiders™ have provided f‘r the unfer-
. ptivileged Southera Negro is mot the desire for im;rovenent
ar equality, dut gzather the eacoursgeneat, the wherevithal

. snd the orgealszetion forv;;onnluting that destre U120 renlity,
;Tlc sctivitles of private esrgoniszations slong tlé 1toad
epsctrum Qf clvil vights of fers tangible evidence thi{ change
1s p‘sslbld. The.éhvlou- singerity vlth-uhlct the federal
Govcfn-cnt 1s seeking to vindicate the law pronl:ca ‘thaY

tta:;c ls tacvltablc. As the sense of iscleties #-:4 hopc!t!*-,

ness. graduslly GIIDOXVCO. the indigenous political consclous~

i;un ia meay colored comnwnities in the Scuth is b:coulng In-




§§1~.. why shouldn®t we votci‘ And 11ke the Pomadiag Pethers

lhc.lclv... msny Sowthrzra Negreas l.vc loag ncusca that full

vcttlacnublp ‘will briag with 1% beth o persensl Cl;nlty thet -

:.1.
!!l.‘l !:o- cq-otlty snd o fale chnra of the mater?sal advene

. ta;cl ‘thet ;ovexancnt prevides, Interestingly, th- Albany

B A an

lovctca!l cptlu;la; up o131 ever thc Seuth '.!ltailv dewn ad

lot oaly aq:al cconon!c oppertanity, dut sise th-t colored
‘ultonqra'tn glvcl the same courtesy snd conoldcrctlon tradi-

tionslly rcto:vcl\for whites,

‘ Thc'qouvlctlon that the Dallot Is 2 princlipal iastre-
-c-tj!o: the attsfament of gosls such as these has mot been

*. - formwlated In the sbstract., One mced wollow Dt cace In the

-

‘lpavdd'--a of nesrly aay Seuthern town®s Negeo sectienm to

saderstpnd why voting loct;r(-p.!tlut to 8 colore citizen
vhovuloltql houe after leavisg his job in » -ail-;i%ca'-hlt}
) lnl;ttoihood. The stench foxlovln; Spring ralng ;ives o _
.le!‘, snd sluest co-ctont,rc-iudor of the dlesszi-gs - “"a—,

PO S .

thPCt"cvgtlgc. A ptesperous Negre businessass whon I wes

. q-cntlo-ln( 17 tl-c s 8 potéatlni qltnc:i io s covitnnent

ll-cnlt =ade tic pol.t dest, Ne ltddclty pol-tod blttcrly

o "I ne better thnn that dog, T don't wote; they don®t

3:0.4 -o te '-' elected, And the censiderstien 1 get shows It.”

.
- N . . - - -
L cr

-lotcovct. the nsss nedls dave had the expected impact




!l sccelerstiag the Seuthera -C‘tQQl' desire fot polltlcol
sguelity anl the ballet, Thc medera world, with it sophise
tication snd its l-p-tle-cc, Nas fortll!cd hin 80 less them

tla rest of the populot!on with idens gna .xpctltnccl that

s

Qtlllccal the femiliar, 1¢ hol, {or one !!l-sttotiol ’or-

¥ close te home, bto.ght al-ost Cally co.tnc! with
an" “ -_—

othcr, pte;:css!ve Southern col-unltlct. lnd ttc le:sen of % :

7ili§§§§"aaa Ncubhln Sas aot bocn 103t on the rursl vegre POF~-

I!lt!on. A sudstentisl colorca votc ia those cl!lcs, consti.

tutiag the lonjuagc besg nndctctonﬂ by politicians, has

bronght with it a grcotet cqua!lzatlon of pudblic sarvices, E';
nunaaar the politicel €linste hss eveked rc-porsikic white - - Aj:ui
looderub!p te vhlch. Year aftey Yyear, the glectorate seetng
ovcruhc!nln;ly te respond, And tcl.t!ensh!ps betx-en thc

r.:c' ln thosc cities oare o model for the South,

Y e ™ i - . -

. Te be suce, just s cvctyuhcrn ‘haro peopgeAwho

for 811 kinds of Tessons wish that the -otld wowl

saé ICIVO then nlone, cnct Kc‘to co---nlty inn 88 clemoant

X
.
i

ttli is thoroughly detachea ftol the -alnnttca- ot‘nct!v!ty
‘; ‘ld vitel faterest in visniag the right te Vete., Oa the

other hend, es in ether eivil rights mstters, 4t !s jfronice}

that adlnnnt white resistance teo lhc demands of colores clti-

B oy 1AM e ap o atferch S0r ey

o
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:c-l»tbr the dallet ie lnclll-. thc T8aks of Wegro actt“stc

.t on !ncrcasll; rate, pltt!culltly smeng the young, Like it

gotnterpart ia most co--nnltlcl. ® sudstaatisl pre,ortion of




- ) .. -

tha Southera Negre pop-l:tlo- -ould not otdlnarlly tecl L
’cllol to ptay were than s mergeinsl rele & pelitical afr.l:a.
!llct tlo !-pnct of curreat prcoo-rct. however, more snd more -
: lcgroco e dcvclopl-; » poxlt!cnx swareness that is .ot o-ly
% )*“‘v

e v!!.oblc sew ia the group cffort to wia the voto, but tlaa 1s

tt persist once the str-;;l. bas’ bccn wen, Thron‘t

itc!t !Oolllh ana doowed deflance of:fcdcrtl lat -l&%laiﬁ

lc‘rcgttlonlstl are enhanc!n( the actn.l sad potent!a!

ltrcl;ti ofithc group whese iaferior st-tus thcy seeX to pct-

potnatc.

In the final anlxynlc, of course, thc lntens!ty of

NOUA—A -4 It . s« Bl L k. ot i M or i lfn.

plbtl: ot prlvotc efforts te cll-lnotc toc!al fmpediments te
full citizenship clnnot. sholld not snd meed net de; ensd os
.the aumber of Negroes whe sre co--!tted to aehlcvinh the

occnl!ty vhl;l is thetr censtitutionsl tl;ht. So fong as

N

'.,onc c!tl:c- 1s Icpthcc of hl: inslienadle tctltogc os aa

Americen, the lntc;rlty of our democracy ts to that c:tc,tff

-

Baac:a!nod. ?hc tompronising of even one man%y r!‘htn !o

-!t' ctn-c of us uxt.'
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Hanren's MasaZINS

Dear ¥Mr. Marshall:

At the suggestion of ¥r. Louis Lomsx, I am
sending you a typescript of his article scheduled
for the Mgy issue of Harper's. We should be most
grateful if you would read it, or have it read,
and let us know 4f you find any errors of fact.
Since we will be going to press within a few days,
1twouldhehe1pfnltohanyonrsuggectiomu

Vcoonuisoom:ﬂmt

Sincerely,

<
C&Tt\a/u«.( 7(“247-(4_
Mr. Burke Marshall
Assistant Attorney General
Civil Rights Divisiom
Department of Justice
Constitution Avenue and Tenth Street, RK.W,




